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Dimitrij Ovtcharov 
 
Nickname:  Dima, Dimi 
Nation:  German  
Date of birth:  2 September 1988 
Height:  186 cm 
Place of birth:                                                               Kyiv, Ukraine 
Playing hand:  right  
Style of play:  Shakehand grip, attack 
Coach:  Jörg Roßkopf 
Current world ranking (week 51 - 2024): 17 
Current European ranking (December 2024):  7 
Clubs as the active player(s): TTC Neu-Ulm 

Senior Career Highlights  

Medals and Titles 

2024: 

● October: European Championships, Linz (Men's Singles):  

Ovtcharov reached the semifinals but was defeated by his compatriot Benedikt Duda with 
a score of 4-2. Consequently, Ovtcharov secured a bronze medal in the Men's Singles 
event.  

● March: WTT Star Contender Goa:  
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Dimitrij attained 3rd place in Men’s Singles, marking his continued success on the World 
Table Tennis (WTT) tour. His performances highlighted his tactical prowess and mental 
strength. 

2023: 

● March: WTT Contender Antalya:  

In the 2023 WTT Contender Antalya, Ovtcharov reached the finals but was defeated by 
17-year-old French player Félix Lebrun with a score of 4-3 (11–4, 5–11, 15–13, 14–12, 
8–11, 9–11, 12–10). 

2021: 

● July: Tokyo Olympics (Men’s Singles):  

He won bronze, marking his fifth Olympic medal. The victory came after a hard-fought 
series of matches in which he displayed exceptional skill, determination, and experience. 

● August: Tokyo Olympics (Men’s Team):  

Secured silver, contributing significantly to Germany’s success. His leadership and clutch 
performances during team matches were critical to Germany's run to the final. 

2018: 

● January: World No. 1 Ranking: 

Achieved the top spot in the ITTF world rankings for the first time in his career. This 
milestone represented the culmination of years of consistent performances at the highest 
level. 

2017: 

● October: ITTF Men’s World Cup:  

Triumphed, defeating fellow German and long-time rival Timo Boll in the final. This 
victory was a career highlight and reinforced his status as one of the world's elite table 
tennis players. 

2016: 

● August: Rio Olympics (Men’s Team):  
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He earned bronze, demonstrating his ability to perform under pressure and contribute to 
his team’s success on the global stage. 

2015: 

● September: 

European Championships (Men’s Singles): Secured gold, cementing his legacy as one of 
Europe’s top table tennis players. 

● June: 

European Games: Won gold in Men’s Singles during the inaugural event, defeating top 
players and making history in this new competition. 

2012: 

● August: London Olympics (Men’s Singles):  

Earned a bronze medal, defeating strong competitors in a closely contested tournament. 

● London Olympics (Men’s Team):  

Won bronze, playing a key role in Germany’s overall success. 

2008: 

● August: Beijing Olympics (Men’s Team):  

Dimitrij Ovtcharov secured silver, marking his Olympic debut with a podium finish. His 
contribution as a young player helped Germany achieve remarkable success against tough 
international competition. 

 

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements 

2024: 

● European Championships: 3rd place, highlighting resilience and consistency. 

● WTT Star Contender Goa: 3rd place, demonstrating tactical prowess. 

2023: 
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● WTT Contender Antalya: Clinched Men’s Singles title, marking a strong return 
to form. 

2021: 

● Tokyo Olympics: Bronze in Men’s Singles (5th Olympic medal) and silver in 
Men’s Team, showing leadership and performance under pressure. 

2018: 

● World No. 1 Ranking: Reached the top for the first time, a career milestone. 

2017: 
● ITTF Men’s World Cup: Defeated Timo Boll to claim a career-defining title. 

2016: 

● Rio Olympics: Bronze in Men’s Team event, demonstrating team contribution. 

2015: 
● European Championships: Gold in Men’s Singles, cementing his legacy. 

● European Games: Gold in Men’s Singles at the inaugural event. 

2012: 

● London Olympics: Bronze in both Men’s Singles and Team events, proving his 
competitiveness on the world stage. 

2008: 

● Beijing Olympics: Silver in Men’s Team at his Olympic debut, showcasing early 
promise. 

 

All major achievements during the years: 

● 2024 European Championships – Men’s Singles 3rd 

● 2024 WTT Contender Lagos – Men’s Singles Winner 

● 2024 WTT Star Contender Goa – Men’s Singles 3rd 

● 2023 WTT Contender Antalya -Men’s Singles Runner-up 
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● 2023 WTT Contender Muscat – Men’s Doubles Winner 

● 2023 European Games – Men‘s Team Gold 

● 2023 WTT Contender Lagos – Men’s Singles Runner-up 

● 2023 World Championships Finals – Men’s Doubles 3rd 

● 2023 Europe Top-16 – Men’s Singles 3rd 

● 2023 WTT Contender Amman – Men’s Singles Runner-up 

● 2022 WTT Feeder Düsseldorf III – Men’s Singles Winner 

● 2022 WTT Cup Finals Xinxiang – Men’s Singles 3rd 

● 2022 WTT Contender Lima – Men’s Singles Runner-up 

● 2021 Olympics Games – Men’s Singles Bronze Men’s Team Silver 

● 2021 European Championships – Men’s Singles Runner-up 

● 2021 WTT Star Contender Doha – Men’s Singles 3rd 

● 2021 WTT Contender Doha – Men’s Singles Winner 

● 2021 Olympics – Men’s Singles Bronze Medalist, Men’s Team Silver Medalist 

● 2019 Europe Top 16 – Men’s singles winner 

● 2019 European Championships – Men’s Team Gold Medal 

● 2018 Achieved No. 1 ITTF World Ranking 

● 2018 World Championships – Men’s Team Silver Medal 

● 2017 Europe Top 16 – Champion 

● 2017 World Tour Grand Finals – Runner-Up 

● 2017 Men’s World Cup – Singles Champion 

● 2016 European Championships – Men’s Team Gold Medal 

● 2016 Europe Top 16 – Champion 

● 2016 Olympics – Men’s Team Bronze Medal 

● 2015 European Championships – Runner-Up 
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● 2015 Europe Top 16 – Champion 

● 2014 World Team Table Tennis Championships – Men’s Team Silver Medal 

● 2014 World Tour Grand Finals – Runner-Up 

● 2013 European Championships – Singles Runner-Up, Men’s Team Gold Medal 

● 2012 Olympics – Men’s Singles Bronze Medal, Men’s Team Bronze Medal 

● 2012 Europe Top 12 – Champion 

● 2012 European Championships –  

● 2012 World Championships – Men’s Team Silver Medal 

● 2011 European Championships – Men’s Team Gold Medal 

● 2010 World Championships – Men’s Team Silver Medal 

● 2008 Olympics – Men’s Team Silver Medal 

 

Junior Career and Early Achievements 

Medals and Titles 

2005: 

● European Youth Championships:  

He secured gold in both singles and doubles categories, demonstrating his dominance in 
junior competitions. 

2004: 

● World Junior Table Tennis Championships:  

Dimitrij Ovtcharov reached the semifinals in singles, earning his first significant 
international recognition.  

 

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements 

● 2005: European Youth Championships Gold:  
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This pivotal achievement showcased Ovtcharov's potential to transition successfully into 
senior-level competitions. 

● First World Junior Podium (2004):  

His performance demonstrated his ability to compete at the highest level among young 
talents globally, marking the beginning of his international career. 

 

2024: Detailed Overview and Achievements 

Medals and Titles 

● European Championships (August): 

Men’s Singles - Bronze: Dimitrij Ovtcharov secured a bronze medal in Men’s Singles at 
the 2024 European Championships. This was a significant achievement for him, 
underlining his consistency and resilience at the continental level. 

● WTT Star Contender Goa (March):  

Bronze in Men’s Singles: Ovtcharov earned bronze in Men’s Singles at the WTT Star 
Contender Goa, showcasing his competitive form in the first quarter of 2024. 

 

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements 

● European Championships (August): 

Bronze in Men’s Singles: Ovtcharov’s bronze in Men’s Singles at the European 
Championships underlined his tactical excellence and experience. His ability to secure a 
medal after tough competition showed his resilience at the continental level. 

Team Event Performance: Germany earned silver in the team event, and Ovtcharov's 
leadership played a key role in this success. 

● Paris Olympics (July): 

Ovtcharov competed against rising talents, such as Félix Lebrun, who eliminated him in 
the Round of 16. This match showed Ovtcharov's adaptability and skill, even against 
younger players. 

● WTT Star Contender Goa (March): 
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Bronze Medal: Winning bronze in Men’s Singles in March at the WTT Star Contender 
Goa was a notable achievement, signaling his strong form as he began the year. 

 

Biography and Career 

Dimitrij Ovtcharov's journey in table tennis began under the guidance of his father, 
Mikhail, a former Soviet table tennis champion. After relocating to Germany in 1992, 
Ovtcharov developed his skills and quickly rose through the ranks of German table 
tennis. His career is marked by numerous accolades, including multiple Olympic medals 
and a tenure as the world's top-ranked player. Known for his distinctive serving technique 
and aggressive playing style, Ovtcharov has been a formidable presence in international 
table tennis for over a decade. 

 

Early Life and Background 

Born in Kyiv, Ukraine, Ovtcharov moved to Germany with his family in 1992 due to 
concerns following the Chornobyl disaster. His father, Mikhail, a Soviet table tennis 
champion in 1982, was instrumental in introducing him to the sport. Under his father's 
mentorship, Ovtcharov developed a strong foundation in table tennis, which paved the 
way for his future successes. 

 

Playing Style and Personality 

Ovtcharov is renowned for his aggressive playing style, characterized by powerful 
topspin shots and a distinctive serving technique that has challenged many of the world's 
best players. His serves are particularly unique, contributing significantly to his success 
on the international stage. Off the table, Ovtcharov is known for his dedication, 
discipline, and sportsmanship, earning respect from peers and fans alike. 

 

Legacy and Future Goals 

As of December 2024, Ovtcharov remains a central figure in international table tennis. 
His achievements have inspired a new generation of players, and his influence extends 
beyond his on-table performances. Looking ahead, Ovtcharov has expressed intentions to 
continue competing at the highest level, with aspirations to participate in future Olympic 
Games and further contribute to the sport's development. 
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Conclusions 

Dimitrij Ovtcharov's career is a testament to his talent, hard work, and unwavering 
commitment to table tennis. From his early beginnings in Ukraine to his rise as a world-
class athlete representing Germany, Ovtcharov's journey reflects the dedication required 
to excel in professional sports. Throughout his career, he has consistently demonstrated 
resilience, adaptability, and leadership, both in singles and team events. 

As he continues to compete at the highest level, Ovtcharov remains a key figure in 
international table tennis. His influence extends far beyond his performances on the table, 
inspiring future generations of players. With his sights set on participating in future 
Olympic Games and contributing to the growth of the sport, Ovtcharov's legacy will 
undoubtedly continue to shape the world of table tennis for years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 


