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Ovidiu George Ionescu

Nickname:

Nation:

Date of birth:

Height:

Place of birth:

Playing hand:

Style of play:

Coach:

Current world ranking (week 51 - 2024):
Current European ranking (December 2024):
Clubs as the active player(s):

Gloria Buzau

Senior Career Highlights
2019:

e Men's Doubles: Secured a silver medal at the World Table Tennis Championships

in Budapest, partnering with Alvaro Robles.

Romanian I
28 June 1989
183 cm

Buzau, Romania

right Pl..

Right-handed shakehand Grip
43
23
Post SV Miihlhausen & SCM

e Mixed Doubles: Clinched a silver medal at the European Games held in Minsk.

2018:

e Achieved a silver medal in Men's Singles at the European Table Tennis

Championships in Alicante, Spain.

2016:
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e Olympic Participation: Competed in the Men's Singles event at the Rio de Janeiro
Summer Olympics, advancing to the third round.

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements

e 2018: Reached his first European Championships final in Men's Singles, defeating
top-seeded players before finishing as runner-up to Timo Boll.

e 2019: Partnered with Alvaro Robles to become the first Romanian player to reach
a World Championships Men's Doubles final, earning a silver medal.

Medals and Titles

World Championships:

2019 Budapest, Silver medal — second place, Doubles

European Games:

2019 Minsk, Silver medal — second place, Mixed doubles

2023 Krakow—Matopolska, Bronze medal — third place, Mixed doubles
European Championships:

2018 Alicante, Silver medal — second place, Singles

2022 Munich, Silver medal — second place, Mixed doubles

2012 Buzau, Bronze medal — third place, Mixed Doubles

2016 Budapest, Bronze medal — third place, Mixed Doubles

Junior Career and Early Achievements

Medals and Titles
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e 2008: Secured his first national title in Men's Singles at the Romanian National
Championships, signaling his potential for future international success.

2024: Detailed Overview and Achievements

Medals and Titles

National Championships:

e In March 2024, Ionescu won his ninth career national title in Men's Singles at the
Romanian National Championships held in Bucharest.

International Competitions:

e Participated in various international tournaments, including the WTT Contender
Muscat 2024, where he reached the quarterfinals in Men's Singles.

Mixed Doubles:

e Partnered with Bernadette Szdcs in Mixed Doubles, reaching the quarterfinals at
the China Smash 2024.

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements

2024: Demonstrated consistent performance, reinforcing his status as a key player for
Romania on the international stage.

Biography and Career

Born and raised in Buzau, Romania, Ionescu developed a passion for table tennis at a
young age. His dedication and talent propelled him from national competitions to the
international arena, where he has distinguished himself as a Romanian representative.
Known for his strategic play and resilience, lonescu has become a prominent figure in
European table tennis.

Early Life and Background o\
IIEB ERR e e Europe TOP16 Cup Montreux
ughgcir%ﬁfg‘m{? ¢/o Philippe von Beust.
_ R Py . Rte du Raffort 17
\_1(_): :&U;l-{l_xl_l_l{‘: ( V/,/‘f,h/ 107 TIBH AR ‘vr ygg& CH-1035 Bournens

DHSyww.topl6montreux.com



-\ 7Z/

European Table Tennis Union

C
ammRme
Eerey

n EUROPE

MONTREUX (SWITZERLAND) 2025

Ionescu's journey in table tennis began in his hometown of Buzau, where he was
introduced to the sport during his childhood. His early training laid a solid foundation,
enabling him to excel in junior competitions and seamlessly transition to senior-level

play.

Playing Style and Personality

Ionescu employs a right-handed shakehand grip, characterized by a strategic and
adaptable playing style. His ability to adjust tactics mid-match and his mental fortitude
have been pivotal in his success against top-tier opponents.

Legacy and Future Goals

As of December 2024, Ionescu's legacy is highlighted by his historic achievements,
including his World Championship silver medal and multiple European accolades.
Looking ahead, he aims to continue contributing to Romanian table tennis, mentoring
emerging talents, and striving for further success in international competitions.

Conclusions

Ovidiu Ionescu's career reflects his dedication, skill, and significant contributions to
Romanian and international table tennis. His journey from a passionate young player in
Buzau to a celebrated athlete on the world stage serves as an inspiration to aspiring table
tennis players globally.
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