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Liam Pitchford

Nickname: _

Nation: England ==

Date of birth: 12 July 1993

Height: 186 cm

Place of birth: Chesterfield, England
Playing hand: right PT_TL_.

Style of play: Offensive, Shakehand grip
Coach: John Murphy

Current world ranking (week 51 - 2024): 57

Current European ranking (December 2024): 21

Clubs as the active player(s): GV Hennebont TT (France),

Florida Crocs (Major League Table Tennis, USA)

Senior Career Highlights

2024:

° In July, Pitchford made history by becoming the first British table tennis player to
compete in four Olympic Games, representing Team GB at the Paris 2024 Olympics.

2022:

° At the Commonwealth Games held in Birmingham, Pitchford secured a gold
medal in men's doubles alongside his long-time partner, Paul Drinkhall. He also earned a
silver in men's singles and a bronze in the team event, showcasing his versatility and skill
across multiple disciplines.
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2018:

° During the Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast, Pitchford clinched a gold
medal in men's doubles with Paul Drinkhall, replicating their success from the previous
games. He also added a bronze in the team event to his accolades.

2014:

° At the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Pitchford secured a silver in
mixed pairs alongside Tin-Tin Ho and a bronze in singles, beating India's Sharath Kamal
Achanta. The England national team collected five medals in total, finishing in second
place behind Singapore.

2010:

° Pitchford announced his arrival on the international scene by securing a silver
medal in the men's team event and a bronze in men's doubles at the Commonwealth
Games in Delhi, marking the beginning of a successful senior career.

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements

2019:

° In August, Pitchford achieved his
career-high world ranking of No. 12, reflecting his consistent performance and dedication
to the sport.

2018:

° Pitchford recorded a remarkable
victory over the reigning Olympic and World Champion, Ma Long, during the Team
World Cup, signaling his ability to compete and triumph against the world's best players.

2012:

° At the age of 19, Pitchford
represented Great Britain at the London Olympics, gaining invaluable experience on one
of the world's biggest sporting stages.
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Medals and Titles

° World Championships:
2016 Kuala Lumpur, Bronze medal — third place, Team

° World Cup:

2018 London, Bronze medal — third place, Team

° Commonwealth Games:
2018 Gold Coast, Gold medal — first place, Men's doubles

2022 Birmingham, Gold medal — first place, Men's doubles

2010 Delhi, Silver medal — second place, Team

2014 Glasgow, Silver medal — second place, Team

2014 Glasgow, Silver medal — second place, Mixed doubles

2018 Gold Coast, Silver medal — second place, Mixed doubles

2022 Birmingham, Silver medal — second place, Men's singles

2010 Delhi, Bronze medal — third place, Men's doubles

2014 Glasgow, Bronze medal — third place, Men's singles

2018 Gold Coast, Bronze medal — third place, Team

2022 Birmingham, Bronze medal — third place, Men's team

° Europe Top-16:

2023 Montreux, Bronze medal — third place, Singles

Junior Career and Early Achievements

° 2009: He won the British Home
Countries Championship, showcasing his talent and potential at a young age.
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Breakthrough Moments and Achievements

2008: Pitchford's talent became evident as he began to make significant strides in junior
competitions, setting the stage for his transition to senior-level success.

2024: Detailed Overview and Achievements

Medals and Titles

° July 2024: Competed in the Paris
2024 Olympics, representing Team GB in his fourth Olympic appearance.

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements

July 2024: By participating in the Paris Olympics, Pitchford became the first British
table tennis player to compete in four Olympic Games, highlighting his enduring
presence and impact in the sport.

Biography and Career

Liam Pitchford began playing table tennis at the age of eight. His early training at the
Colin Deaton Table Tennis Academy honed his skills, leading to his first major success at
the 2009 British Home Countries Championship. His senior career took off with two
medals at the 2010 Commonwealth Games, followed by his Olympic debut in 2012. Over
the years, Pitchford has been a pivotal figure in English table tennis, achieving a career-
high world ranking of No. 12 in 2019 and representing his country in multiple
international competitions.

Early Life and Background

Born in Chesterfield, England, Pitchford moved to Brimington, Derbyshire, at the age of
six. He began playing table tennis regularly during his time at Netherthorpe School and
further developed his skills at the Colin Deaton Table Tennis Academy. His early
exposure to the sport and supportive environment were instrumental in his development
as a professional player.
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Playing Style and Personality

Standing at 185 cm, Pitchford is known for his aggressive playing style, utilizing a
shakehand grip. His game 1s characterized by quick backhand pressure and a powerful
forehand counter-drive, making him a formidable opponent on the international circuit.

Legacy and Future Goals

As of December 2024, Pitchford's legacy is marked by his historic participation in four
Olympic Games and his role in elevating British table tennis on the global stage. Looking
ahead, he aims to continue competing at the highest level, with aspirations to further
improve his world ranking and inspire the next generation of players.

Conclusions

Liam Pitchford's career exemplifies dedication, skill, and a relentless pursuit of
excellence. His achievements have not only brought him individual acclaim but have also
significantly contributed to the prominence of British table tennis internationally.
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