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Kristian Gunnar Karlsson 
 
Nickname:   
Nation:  Swedish  
Date of birth:  6 August 1991 
Height:  183 cm 
Place of birth:  Trollhättan, Sweden 
Playing hand:   left 
Style of play:  Offensive, Shakehand grip 
Coach:  - 
Current world ranking (week 51 - 2024): 73 
Current European ranking (December 2024):  18 
Clubs as the active player(s): Borussia Düsseldorf 

Senior Career Highlights  
 
2024: 

● Olympic Games: Kristian Karlsson secured a silver medal in the Men's Team 
event at the 2024 Paris Olympic Games. 

2023: 

● Gold medal – Malmö, Team: In September 2023, Sweden, with Karlsson as a key 
player, won the European Team Championship in Malmö. 

2022: 



 

Europe TOP16 Cup Montreux 
c/o Philippe von Beust. 

Rte du Raffort 17 
CH-1035 Bournens 

www.top16montreux.com 
 

● Gold medal – Munich, Doubles: Karlsson, paired with Mattias Falck, won the gold 
medal in Men's Doubles at the 2022 European Championships in Munich.  

2021:  

● Gold medal - Houston, Doubles. Karlsson, paired with Mattias Falck, won the 
gold medal in Men's Doubles at the 2021 World Table Tennis Championships in 
Houston. 

2019: 

● Bronze medal – Nantes, Team: Karlsson was part of the Swedish team that 
secured a bronze medal at the 2019 European Team Championships in Nantes. 

2018: 

● September: Earned a bronze medal in the Men's Singles at the European 
Championships, showcasing his prowess. 

2017: 

● May: Joined Borussia Düsseldorf, contributing to the team's victories in the 
German Cup and the German Championship. 

 

 

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements 
 
2021: 

● Gold medal – Houston, Doubles: Karlsson, paired with Mattias Falck, won the 
gold medal in Men's Doubles at the 2021 World Championships.  

2024: 

Olympic Games: 

● Silver medal – Paris, Team: Kristian Karlsson secured a silver medal in the Men's 
Team event at the 2024 Paris Olympic Games.  
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Medals and Titles 

● Olympic Games: 

2024 Paris, Silver medal – second place, Team 

● World Championships: 

2021 Houston, Gold medal – first place, Doubles 

2018 Halmstad, Bronze medal – third place, Team 

● European Games: 

2019 Minsk, Silver medal – second place, Team 

2023 Kraków–Małopolska, Silver medal – second place, Team 

● European Championships: 

2022 Munich, Gold medal – first place, Doubles 

2023 Malmö, Gold medal – first place, Team 

2012 Herning, Silver medal – second place, Doubles 

2018 Alicante, Silver medal – second place, Doubles 

2014 Lisbon, Bronze medal – third place, Team 

2015 Yekaterinburg, Bronze medal – third place, Doubles 

2016 Budapest, Bronze medal – third place, Doubles 

2018 Alicante, Bronze medal – third place, Singles 

2019 Nantes, Bronze medal – third place, Team 

2022 Munich, Bronze medal – third place, Singles 

2024 Linz, Bronze medal – third place, Doubles 

 

Junior Career and Early Achievements 
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Medals and Titles 

2009: 

● July: Secured a bronze medal in the Boys' Singles at the European Youth 
Championships, showcasing his potential on the continental stage. 

2008: 

● July: Won the Nordic Junior Championships, asserting dominance in regional 
competitions. 

 

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements 
 
2007: 

● August: Transitioned to Helsingborg to join BTK Rekord, marking his entry into 
higher-level competitive table tennis. 

2006: 

● June: Clinched the Swedish National Junior Championship title, highlighting his 
status as a rising star in Swedish table tennis. 

 

2024: Detailed Overview and Achievements 

Medals and Titles 
 

● February: Played a crucial role in Sweden's matches at the World Team Table 
Tennis Championships in Busan, contributing to the team's overall performance. 

 

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements 
 
February: Demonstrated leadership and experience during the World Team 
Championships, reinforcing his position as a veteran in the Swedish national team. 
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Biography and Career 

Kristian Karlsson began playing table tennis at the age of 8 in his hometown of 
Trollhättan. By 16, he moved to Helsingborg to join BTK Rekord, and later to Halmstad 
to represent Halmstad BTK in Sweden's top league. His professional career includes 
significant stints with AS Pontoise-Cergy in France, where he secured multiple 
Champions League titles, and Borussia Düsseldorf in Germany, achieving national and 
international successes. Karlsson has been a consistent figure in the Swedish national 
team, participating in multiple European Championships, World Championships, and 
Olympic Games (2016 and 2020). 

 

Early Life and Background 

Kristian Karlsson was born on August 6, 1991, in Trollhättan, Sweden. He began playing 
table tennis at the age of 8, inspired by his family's love for the sport. His natural talent 
and dedication were evident early on, leading him to compete in local tournaments and 
earn recognition within Sweden’s junior circuits. 

At the age of 16, Kristian moved to Helsingborg to join BTK Rekord, one of Sweden's 
top table tennis clubs. This move allowed him to gain exposure to high-level competition 
and further develop his skills under experienced coaches. His rapid progression in the 
sport earned him a place in Sweden’s national junior team, marking the beginning of a 
successful international career. 

 

Playing Style and Personality 

Kristian Karlsson is known for his left-handed offensive playing style, employing a 
shakehand grip. His game is characterized by: 

● Powerful forehand loops and aggressive topspin shots. 
● Quick footwork and the ability to transition seamlessly between offense and 

defense. 
● Exceptional mental resilience, enabling him to perform under pressure in high-

stakes matches. 

Off the table, Karlsson is admired for his professionalism, humility, and commitment to 
team spirit. His leadership qualities and positive demeanor have made him a respected 
figure among teammates and competitors alike. 
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Legacy and Future Goals 

As of December 2024, Kristian Karlsson is regarded as one of Sweden’s most 
accomplished table tennis players. Looking forward, Karlsson aims to: 

● Achieve further success in World Championships and Olympic Games. 
● Mentor younger Swedish players, contributing to the development of table tennis 

in his home country. 
● Expand his achievements in club competitions, particularly with Borussia 

Düsseldorf, where he continues to play a pivotal role. 

 

Conclusions 

Kristian Karlsson’s journey from a young talent in Trollhättan to an internationally 
celebrated table tennis player exemplifies dedication, perseverance, and excellence. With 
multiple titles in European Championships, World Team events, and professional 
leagues, he has consistently proven himself as a key figure in both individual and team 
competitions. 

As he continues to compete at the highest levels, Karlsson’s legacy in Swedish table 
tennis grows stronger. His focus on further achievements and his role as a mentor to the 
next generation ensure that his contributions to the sport will endure for years to come. 

 
 
 


