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Tomislav Pucar

Nickname:

Nation:

Date of birth:

Height:

Place of birth:

Playing hand:

Style of play:

Coach:

Current world ranking (week 51 - 2024):
Current European ranking (December 2024):
Clubs as the active player(s):

Croatian ==

26 January 1996
197 cm

Pula, Croatia
right M8
Shakehand grip

41
15
TTC RhonSprudel Fulda-

Maberzel, Olympiacos SFP, Apuania Carrara Tennistavolo

Senior Career Highlights

2019:

e June: Secured the bronze medal in men's singles at the European Games in Minsk,
Belarus, defeating Ukraine's Kou Lei 4-2 in the bronze medal match. This
achievement also qualified him for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.

2017:

e February: Clinched the gold medal in men's singles at the inaugural European
Under-21 Championships in Sochi, Russia, showcasing his emerging talent on the
continental stage.
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e September: Contributed to Croatia's performance by winning a bronze medal in
the team event at the European Table Tennis Championships in Lisbon, Portugal.

Breakthrough Moments and Achievements
o 2017:

February: Winning the European Under-21 Championship in Sochi marked a
pivotal moment in Pucar's career, establishing him as a leading young talent in
Europe.

Medals and Titles
e European Games:

2019 Minsk, Bronze medal — third place, Singles
e European Championships:

2014 Lisbon, Bronze medal — third place, Team

Junior Career and Early Achievements

2013:

e July: Earned a silver medal in men's singles and a gold medal in mixed doubles at
the European Youth Championships in Ostrava, Czech Republic, highlighting his
potential in the sport.

2014:

e July: Secured a gold medal in mixed doubles at the European Youth
Championships in Riva del Garda, Italy, further demonstrating his prowess in
junior competitions.

Medals and Titles
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e European Under-21 Championships:
2017 Sochi, Gold medal — first place, Singles
2017 Sochi, Silver medal — second place, Men's Doubles
e European Youth Championships:
2014 Riva del Garda, Gold medal — first place, Mixed Doubles

2013 Ostrava, Silver medal — second place, Singles

2024: Detailed Overview and Achievements
Medals and Titles

March: Clinched his third consecutive national men's singles title at the Croatian
National Championships in Vrsar, defeating Andrej Gacina 4-0 in the final.

July: Represented Croatia at the Paris 2024 Summer Olympics.
e Men's Singles:
Round of 64: Defeated Algeria's Mehdi Bouloussa 4-0 (11-3, 11-7, 11-5, 12-10).
Round of 32: Eliminated by France's Alexis Lebrun with a 0-4 loss.

e Men's Team Event: The Croatian team, comprising Tomislav Pucar, Andrej
Gacina, and Filip Zeljko, was eliminated in the Round of 16.

November: Secured his first World Table Tennis (WTT) singles title by winning the
Men's Singles at WTT Feeder Prishtina 2024, defeating Anders Lind 3-1 (11-7, 7-11, 11-
7, 12-10) in the final.

Biography and Career

Tomislav Pucar began his table tennis journey in his hometown of Pula, Croatia.
Demonstrating exceptional talent from a young age, he progressed through local clubs
before joining the prestigious Zagreb Sports Gymnasium, which further honed his skills.
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Throughout his career, Pucar has competed for various European clubs, including TTC
RhonSprudel Fulda-Maberzel in the German Bundesliga, Olympiacos SFP in the Greek
Al Division, and Apuania Carrara Tennistavolo in the Italian Serie A1l. His international
club experience has been instrumental in his development as a top-tier player.

Early Life and Background

Born on January 26, 1996, in Pula, Croatia, Pucar exhibited a passion for table tennis
early on. He began formal training at the age of six and quickly ascended through the
ranks of Croatian table tennis, earning national recognition during his teenage years. His
dedication and early successes laid a solid foundation for his professional career.

Playing Style and Personality

Standing at 197 cm (6 ft 6 in), Pucar utilizes his height advantageously, employing a
right-handed shakehand grip with an offensive playing style. Known for his powerful
forehand loops and strategic gameplay, he poses significant challenges to his opponents.
Off the table, Pucar is recognized for his professionalism, dedication, and calm demeanor
under pressure.

Legacy and Future Goals

As of December 2024, Tomislav Pucar is regarded as one of Croatia's leading table tennis
players, with a career highlighted by significant victories and consistent international
presence. Looking ahead, he aims to continue representing Croatia on the world stage,
striving for further success in the upcoming European Championships and the Olympic
Games.

Conclusions

Tomislav Pucar's journey from a young enthusiast in Pula to an internationally
recognized table tennis player exemplifies dedication, talent, and perseverance. His
achievements have not only elevated his personal career but have also contributed to the
prominence of Croatian table tennis on the global stage.
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